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and two to seven, and the school was closed on the Saturday
afternoon.
It was originally opened hi 1787 and the children used to go
home for the midday meal. During the winter much time was lost
through the inclement weather, and it was resolved to supply meals
at the charge of 6d. per head per week. The children ate barley
bread and as much as they required of pease-porridge, rice with
milk, or broth and potato pudding. By means of wholesale buying
and the use of Count Rumford's coppers,1 the expense of providing
the dinner was kept below 6d. per head per week.
During the 17th and 18th centuries, Wales, because of its widely
scattered agricultural population, was far worse off than England
in regard to the provision of primary education. The first name
connected with elementary education in Wales is that of the Rev.
Thomas Gouge, who in 1674 founded a society for the instruction
of poor Welsh children in the English language. His efforts were
supported by Dean (afterwards Archbishop) Tillotson and other
prominent English divines. The society also aimed at circulating
the Bible and Prayer Book in Welsh. Gouge found that Welsh
Bibles were difficult to obtain, so that it was necessary to print a
new edition of 8,000 copies. As there were but few large centres
of population, he found that the only way of reaching the people
was by personal visits. For a considerable number of years he
travelled throughout the Principality, and it was claimed that, by
his efforts, every year from 800 to 1,000 poor children were taught
to read and several large towns were encouraged to open schools.
Gouge died in 1681 and, although twenty years afterwards the
society he had founded ceased to exist, his ideals lived on and
inspired his successors.
The most important movement in Welsh education during the
18th century was the Circulating School associated with the name
of the Rev. Griffith Jones, Rector of Llandown, Carmarthenshire.
Jones had become a corresponding member of the S.P.C.K. hi 1713,
and he was appalled by the ignorance of the Welsh people, who had
been largely unaffected by the very few schools so far established,
He conceived the idea that the only practical solution of the problem
consisted in the establishment of mobile schools, by means of
which it would be possible to overcome the difficulty of reaching
1 Rumford was one of the leading supporters of the Society for Bettering the
Condition of the Poor, which was founded in 1796. He was a scientist who was
interested in the application of science to cooking, heating, and ventilation.
His connection with the Royal Institution is mentioned in Chap. xiii.